Before ter,

\ # .*,, I‘.# & —y - -.‘ \.,_“

r

Set the stage with authentic visual cues.
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How to look real

Before designing, check out the party! Here's how to transform a dull layout
iNto an energetic expression of the real event.
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KENTUCKY MINE AMPHITHEATER

SUMMER
CONCERT
SERIES

Foot stompin’ fun!
Every Friday, 8 p.m. July 1 thru August 5

Where's the party?
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It was designed “by the book”

The designer of this ad was unfamiliar with the event and so made a common mistake—
he designed from his imagination. Such results will almost always look artificial.
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The type is static, and the space is too passive
Usherwood Black has designed-in quirks, but the effect looks polished and synthetic.
The black hat has no owner, and music is nowhere in sight.
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Foot stompin’ fun!

Every Friday, 8 p.m. July 1 thru August 5

Where's the music?
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It's time to start over
To convey the real event, we need authentic visual cues—real objects, real colors, real
textures. And because it’s a party, we need something surprising—less space.
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Space, texture, object

< 5011 b


http://www.bamagazine.com
http://www.bamagazine.com/email/3anUPa
http://www.bamagazine.com
http://www.bamagazine.com

BAmagazine.com | i |E | | ﬂ

The perfect rustic types
The correct typefaces will look real, not designed, like they’'ve been around since the
gold rush. And to really crowd the room, the headline typeface must be massive.

A

Poplar Standard Black  Massive positive forms Slit-like counters Funky, slab-like aperture Stubby, bulbous foot
i $ “M " E/\Ken “e E n I
Tiny negative spaces Fat body, stubby arm

white space, and it's quirky like old wooden type would
be—uneven, unrefined, irregular. Its only drawback: at

"KE"T“GKV‘* Poplar is a recent design based on an 1830s original. It's
massive and powerful because it has almost no interior

= small sizes (left), its density makes it hard to read. What goes with brown? Rosewood Fill (above) makes an
Analogous (adjacent) excellent companion typeface for
- I colors always harmonize;  use in small sizes. Like Poplar, it has
Authentic colors come here, brick red adds heat.  quirky letters of unpredictable width,
S CYetipher from the real world. Left, | 'l odd serifs, stubby arms (E and F) and
earth tones complement | ', irregular stroke weights. The differ-
the paper and express ’ ence: It has lots of open space, which
the event perfectly. 4 is why it's readable when small.
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High-energy composition
With background and image in hand—the event is beginning to look real—it’s time to
arrange the space for party energy. To do this, think mass, silhouette and angle.

Angles convey energy
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Add the words
Make the type as big as possible, leaving only enough room for the modulation and
pauses of real speech. You want the words to make some noise!
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Finish and repeat
Foot stompin’ fun!—a character line—completes the energetic setting. The final task
is to repeat the process in smaller ads of different proportions.
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; Design a campaign
KENTUCKY MINE AMPHITHEATER
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Article resources

Typefaces Colors

1 (a-b) Poplar Std Black | a) 25/48.5 pt, n CO Mé65 Y100 K75
b) 65.25/48.5 pt

2 (a-b) Rosewood Std Fill | a) 18/48.5 pt, n C20 M90 Y100 K10
b) 25/21 pt

C25 M15 Y60 K30
3 ITC Usherwood Black m

k
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n n 2b 4a Images

4 (a-g) iStockphoto.com| a b c
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Type
The halves of the page use e same two typefaces but in different sizes and line lengths.
On the left half, oversize, 15-pt rype creates a richly extured introduction.

<d Back | Paper-saver format P>
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It was designed “by the book”
The designer of this ad was unfamiliar with the event and so made a common mistake—
he designed from his imagination. Such results will almost always look artificial.
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Foot stompin’ fun!
Every Friday, 8 p.m. July 1 thru August 5

The type is static, and the space is too passive
Usherwood Black has designed-in quirks, but the effect looks polished and synthetic.
The black hat has no owner, and music is nowhere in sight.
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It's time to start over
To convey the real event, we need authentic visual cues—real objects, real colors, real
textures. And because it’s a party, we need something surprising—Iless space.

Before

Space, texture, object

The perfect rustic types
The correct typefaces will look real, not designed, like they’ve been around since the
gold rush. And to really crowd the room, the headline typeface must be massive.

Poplar Standard Black  Massive positive forms Slit-like counters Funky, slab-like aperture Stubby, bulbous foot

-~ SUMMER CONCERT

Tiny negative spaces Fat body, stubby arm
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white space, and it’'s quirky like old wooden type would
be—uneven, unrefined, irregular. Its only drawback: at

small sizes (left), its density makes it hard to read. What goes with brown? Rosewood Fill (above) makes an -
5 Analogous (adjacent) excellent companion typeface for
colors always harmonize;  use in small sizes. Like Poplar, it has
Authentic colors come here, brick red adds heat.  quirky letters of unpredictable width
Use the eyedropper. L L j : 3
eliolely from the real world. Left, ~— - ! odd serifs, stubby arms (E and F) and
earth tones complement irregular stroke weights. The differ-
the paper and express / ence: It has lots of open space, which
the event perfectly. « is why it's readable when small.
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High-energy composition
With background and image in hand—the event is beginning to look real—it’s time to
arrange the space for party energy. To do this, think mass, silhouette and angle.

Angles convey energy

Add the words
Make the type as big as possible, leaving only enough room for the modulation and
pauses of real speech. You want the words to make some noise!
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Finish and repeat

Foot stompin’ fun!—a character line—completes the energetic setting. The final task
is to repeat the process in smaller ads of different proportions.
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3 ITC Usherwood Black
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